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Dear Students, 

We will start our chapter-1 of Unit –III, Synchronous and Asynchronous 
media for formal and non formal educational settings. 

 

Synchronous and Asynchronous learning 

 

New technology is taking over the traditional classroom. This new 
system is called e-learning.  E-learning can be divided into two 
categories: synchronous and asynchronous learning. 

Synchronous learning 

Synchronous learning involves online studies that are conducted with 

the aid of chat rooms. This kind of learning can only happen online. 

Online communication helps learners stay in touch with their teacher 

and fellow students. It’s called synchronous learning because the system 

allows students to ask their teacher or fellow student questions instantly 

through instant messaging. 



The word synchronous means working together at the same time, and 

in the online learning world, chat rooms and online conferences are 

good examples of synchronous communication. In a chat room, 

people's comments to each other are relayed immediately, enabling a 

real-time discourse. Similarly, online conferencing with the benefit of 

voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) tools enable real-time 

conversations to take place online. Learning from synchronous 

communication is enhanced because real-time conversations allow 

people to explore, through writing or talking, the class concepts. The 

act of verbalizing helps students build bridges between different ideas 

and concepts, thus helping them retain information more effectively. 

Asynchronous learning 

On the other hand, we have synchronous learning. This method can be 

carried out online and offline. Asynchronous learning involves 

coursework delivered by web, email, and message boards that are 

posted in online forums. Students do not have access to instant 

messaging through this online forum. A benefit of asynchronous 

learning is that you’re able to be self-paced. 

Asynchronous communication is the relay of information with a time 

lag. Discussion forums and email are two examples of how 

asynchronous communication is employed in online learning. It is very 

helpful to communicate in this way, because students have plenty of 

time to formulate thoughts. By communicating via email, students are 

able to respond in detail to a question or topic that they might have 

answered incompletely in a real-time conversation. This time lag in 

communication helps students internalize information by giving them 

time to research certain ideas or merely extra time for contemplation. 

The main disadvantage to asynchronous communication is time lost 

waiting for a response. 



 



 



 

 What is the difference between synchronous and 

asynchronous learning 

 

A significant difference between synchronous and asynchronous 

learning is instant messaging and immediate feedback. With 

synchronous learning, learners can receive immediate feedback from 

their fellow students or teacher through instant messaging. 

Asynchronous learning doesn’t enable that type of interaction. If 

someone has trouble answering the questions, they're not able to ask 

for help straight away. Then again, with asynchronous learning you can 

be self-paced, which is not possible with synchronous learning.  

 

Synchronous learning 

For example, as a student, you have to watch a lecture at a certain 

time. You are able to interact with other students about the answers. 

The teacher is also able to read your answers immediately and to 

interact with the students during this lecture. The type of lecture has to 

be given online. 

 

Asynchronous learning 

On the other hand, imagine you are able to watch the lecture at your 

own pace. You’re unable to discuss your answers with your classmates 

in real time. This type of lecture can be given offline.  



 

 

 



Synchronous and asynchronous are the commonly used media for the 

formal and non formal educational settings, but it is important to know 

when, why and how to use synchronous and asynchronous e-learning. 
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